DHRUVA AND 
ASHTAVAKRA 

Hb possess true knowledge, one need not be grey-haired or bald' - 
this ancient adage was proved true by the young Dhruva and 
Ashtavakra. Dhruva countered the evil intentions or his scheming 
stepmother with intense devotion. Ashtavakra worked hard and by 
the age of 12 had absorbed all there was to learn. One was 
rewarded with a kingdom and a shining place in the celestial world 
for ever more; the other's brilliance brought his father back to life. 
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DHRUVfl ms THE SON OF SUNEETf, 
THE SENIOR. QUEEN OF RING 
UTTHNflPHDft. UNFORTUNATELY 
FOR DHRUVft FIND SUNEETI, 
UTTANAPADfl LOVED SURUCHI, 
HIS SECOND QUEEN,better AND 
NAS PARTIAL TO HER . 



MH! HERE COMES QUEEN SURUCHI. 


/ HER ONE HIM 
' IS TO SEE HER 
SONjUTTflMfl, 

CROWNED 


'‘T7TT---- 



AS SURUCH! WALKED 
UP TO HER SON — 


MOTHER,FATHER IS FREE. MAV 
I 60 AND SIT ON HIS LAP? v 


CERTAINLY, MV SON 
IT IS YOUR RIGHT¬ 
FUL PLACE AS THE 
FUTURE KING, > 
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amar chitra katha __ 

SITTIN6 ON UTTffNaPftOfl'S LftP,H£ RAN TOVYSKOf, 


WHEN DHRUV8 SHW UTTfl/jM 

THEM. 


CERTfllNLV 

NOT! 


' I TOO ^ 
WILL SIT ON 
HH FATHER’S 
LAP. y 



nNOTNER N/m FOR Vl&HtiU. 


NO RI6HT TO 
BE THERE.GO 



60 TO LORD NflRAYANfl 
AND SEEK HIS FAVOUR 
TO BE REBORN AS MY 
BON. ONLY THEN CRN 
YOU ENJOY THE GAME 
YRIGHTS AS UTTAMA.^ 


^ WHERE " 
SHALL I 60 
MOTHER ? 



DHRUVA AND ASHTAVAKRA 



5TUN& ey Hen words, dhruvh rhn 
c/?y//ve TO HIS mother. . i- 


WHY ARE YOU 
CRYING, DHRUVA? 
HAS ANYONE 
HURT YOU ? 


MOTHER 5URUCHI 
SAID I HAD NO 
RIGHT TO SIT ON 
FATHER’S LAP. 



HOLDING BECK HER TET)RS,SUNEEt/ 
HUGGED HIM END CARRIED HIM IN. 



i 



SECURE IN HIS MOTHER'S ARMS,DHRUVA 
BECAME calm AND THOUGHTFUL. 


I VJLU 

ME TO 60 AND 6EEK LORD 

mRf\yf\m'5 favour if i wawT 

TO 5IT ON irci FflTHER’5 LflP. 
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I WILL SUCCEED, \j 
MOTHER. I WILL NOT > 
RETURN TILL I MEET 
THE LORD. I WILL BECOME 
A GREATER KING THAN 
M'V FATHER OR HIS i 
FATHER BEFORE M 

HIM. 1 


VES.MV CHILD. 
HE NEVER FAILS 
THOSE WHO 
TURN TO HIM. 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


WILL NARAVANA 
REALLV HELP ME, 
^ MOTHER ? .. 
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DHRUVA AND ASHTAVAKRA 


C/JA9e TO 

fCNOW ft&OUT SURUCHI'S HfiRSH 

tvoeos FIND DHRUVH ’s RESOL VE. 

true K5HATRIVA INDEED Y 
THOUGH A MERE CHILD HE WILL 7 
not BROOK THE INSULTS OF { 
HG STEP-MOTHER .VET WHAT J 
nt 5EEK5 15 I/Y\P055IBLL / $ 

I NWJbJ SPE^K TO HIM. 


kVf/VT- 70 SE£ OHRUVft. 


T 5 


AAV CHILD, YVHV 

don't VOU 
accept nour. 

FATE AND 60 
BACK TO VOUR. 
AAOTHER? y 


O AAASTER,I AM OHRUVfl, 
iTHE 50N OF MIGHTV 
UTTANflPfiOfl,fl KSHATRlYfl, 

’ and I ftM determined to 

WIN THE LORD’5 FAVOUR. \ 
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I AM AWARE OF THAT, MV^ 
CHILD. BUT VOU ARE TOO 
V0UN6. IT 15 NOT EA5V 
TO FIND LORD NARAVANA. 

WHV DON’T VOU WAIT 
TILL VOU ARE A LITTLE 
OLDER.? 


FORGIVE ME, 
i MASTER, BUT 
I WILL NOT 
'TURN BACK. 
O WISE ONE, 
TELL ME HOW 
I CAN SUCCEED 
IN MV RESOLVE. 


NmaOf) WfIS eXT/^EMELY PLEaSED 

gy Hts DE TERJV)fNa TION. 


y : 


^ IF VOU MEDITATE ^ 
IN THE MADHUVAN 
FOREST ON THE BANKS 
OF THE VAMUNA,VOU 
WILL FIND THE LORD. 
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O SAINT, 
TEACH ME 
HOW TO 
MEDITATE. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



repe/^t with me — 

*OfA NAMO BHA6AWATE 
V VA5UOEVAYA! y 


OM NAMO 

6HA6AWATE 

VABUDEVflVA 


\ 








WELCOME! WELCOME 


jAOE NARAOA 
PLEASE BE 
^ SEATED. 


^5 ohruvb set out for mDHUVhN, 

NPiRBOfi WENT TO THE PHLhCE OF 
K!U6 UTT^FP/)DF.F-^ 1 '“ ' 


/A 








0 







NRRfi.Oa NOTICED THAT THOUGH UTTPNft- 
PROF WUCONIED Hm RESPECTFULLY, HIS 

M Wp W/?5 E LSEWHER^ ShGE , I AM 


THE VILEST OF MEN. 
I DID NOT UTTER A 

WORD WHEN 
SUR.UCHI 
DROV^e POOR 
DHRUVA AWAY 
WITH HER 

CRUEL WORDS 


• eOW TO THE KevERED VflSUOEVf, ( 





alas! HE HAS GONE N TEAR NOT, 
AWAY ALONE INTO THE ) 0 KING.THE 
FOREST.THE BEASTS / LORD HIM- 
WILL DEVOUR ^^I-F WILL 

PROTECT YOUR. 

SON.HE WILL COME 
BACK BRINGING 


m I 
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DHRUVA AND ASHTAVAKRA 


N\ERNV^HlLE,DHRUVft HHD PERCHED 
mo HU VAN. 


m 






GRADUALLY HE GAVE 
UP EVEN THAT AND 
ATE ONLY GRASS 
' AND LEAVES. 

I 




IN THE THIRD TAONTH, HE 


STOPPED EATING AND 
LIVED ONLY ON WATER. 
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amar chitra katha 



f/CW MONTH,HE 

■) HE R.EPEETEO . 

Dl€/J F>NO OVER. HGfl/N. 


IN THE fifth mo SDOTH MONTHS hf 
EVEN STOPPED EREPTHINQ. ' 



0N\ Nfl«\0 
BHftGflVflTE 
VflSUDEVflVfl 



DHRUVE'S) CONCENTRPTION STOPPED THE VERY HIR. FROM 

Flow INS. there ms ppnic in hepven... i - 
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DHRUVA AND ASHTAVAKRA 



O LORO, 
6IVE US LIFE 
6IVIN6 flIR! 


WE 

CANNOT 

BREATHE 





Em ^ 

■K\ .p 

ll - /» 

Is _ 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


MEBN^HfLS, DHRUW 


V 


/ 


lord,I THOUGHT 
I HftD FOUND ^OU BUT 
VOU’VE SUDDENLY VAN¬ 
ISHED. HAVE I FAILED IN 
MV WORSHIP? HAVE I 
DISPLEASED VOU?THEN 
I SHALL START MEDI¬ 
TATING ALL OVER 

again . 


/: 




«# 


- I * 



I am DHRuva 


: /THE LORD 
. ( HflSCOME 
\X TO ME I 


10 


DHRUVA AND ASHTAVAKRA 



I KNOW WHAT Hfl5 
BROUGHT VOU TO MflOHUVflN. 
VOUR WISH WILL BE FULFILLED. 
VOU SHALL BE fl 6RERT KING. 




OM NflMO 

BHAGAVATE 

VASUDEVAVAl 



TAKE THIS. 
VOU HAVE 
PLEASED me 
WITH GOOD 
V NEWS. ^ 


VOUR AAAJESTV, 
PRINCE DHRUVA IS 
ON HIS WAV HOME. 


MEANWHILE ar THE PatflCE OF KING UTTHNaPADH 


TTCTT 

-i- 


*TH£ POLE sraR TO THIS Day ts KjyowN as dhruva. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



y ICftNNOT 
WAIT TO 5EE /V\V 
50N.COMMANDER, 
GET THE CHARIOTS 
READV.WE WILL 
ALL 60 TO . 
^ RECEIVE HIM. / 



queen ^UNEETt STEPPED FORWARD, 


N\y SON, 
M>^ GLORIOUS 
SON 1 


y 




U 
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' J 




m 








WD ftMiDSr GREftT REJO/O 

INe,OH&JVf) ms CARRIED 

BACK TO THE PALACE. AE 
BOON ns DHRUVA WAS 
OLD EN0U6H TO RULE, 
UTTANAPADA CROWNED HIM 
ring and RETIRED TO 

THE FOREST. 
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DHRUVA AND ASHTAVAKRA 



KAHODA WAS THE FAVOURITE DISCIPLE OF 
UDOALAKA.A RENOWNED SCHOLAR IN THE 
VEDAS. UDDALAKA HAD A DAUGHTER CALLED 
5UJATA. 




L w IJ\ 

/itt 

\ ’ J jE- 

—^ ^ < 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



fl AM PLEASED 
^ WITH VOUR 
devotion , KRHODfl 
A 5 500 N 85 VOU 

H8V£ /VI85TERED 
L THE 58 CRED 
V TEXTS... y 




KJ)HODfi WftS CLEVER. END H^RD- 
W 0 RKIN 6 6 DD/V mSTERED WE 
TEXT^, fi 5 HIE SURU HFiO PROMISED 
HE ms MdRRJEO TO SUJRTa. 


y -- vou ^ 

/V 18 V CONTINUE 
TO LIVE HERE AT 
THE A 5 HRA/V\, 
AND TEACH VOUR. 
< D 15 CIPLE 5 . 
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DHRUVA AND ASHTAVAKRA 



I SHALL SPARE 
NO PAINS TO 
TEACH HIAA ALL 
. I KNOW. > 


THOUGH THEV HHD TO LEHD HN HU 5 TERE 
LIFE, RHHODH HND SUdHTH WER£ HHPPV 
IN SHOE UODHLHKH^S HERNIITFIGE. 

p--- 

MV LORD, WHEN WE 
HAVE A SON, HE MUST 

MASTER THE SACRED 
TEXTS AS VOU HAVE. 







h FEW MONTHS LHTERy SUdHTH .. 
BECHIYIE PREeNPNT. p - 4 ,^ 

‘ must ^ 

EXPOSE MV CHILD ^ 
TO THE SACRED 
INFLUENCE OF THE 
HVMNS EVEN 

V ISIh '^HILE HE IS IN J 
mS^ ^ J 19 L. THE WOMB, m 


so SUdFiTH SFTSy HER HUSBHND HS 
HE RECITED VERSES FROM THE 
SCRIPTURES; END THE CHILD IN HER 
WOMB SILENTLY P 8 SOR 6 ED WHHT 
THE LEARNED FATHER RECITED. 




THAT’S NOT 
THE WAY TO 
CHANT THAT 
HVMN, FATHER 


ONE DAY AS KAHODA SAT AMONG HIS 
DISCIPLES, INSTRUCTING THEM 




"fl '*■‘-^> 45 .' 


... 

He?*. 




* 
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amar chitra katha 


WHO WAS THAT? 
WHERE DID THAT 
VOICE CO/IAE 
V FROm ? > 








✓V 


^ - ri» ^ 

■ i 




' IT MUST 
HAVE been 

THE VOICE OF 
OUR UNBORN / 

V CHILD. — 

SUCH V, 
V / IMPERTI- 

^ / NENCE'.AND 

1^ V FROM ONE VET 

^ V UNBORN! 


oo 






■JtJ 


FURtOUe WITH HI5 SOW FOR 
VN6 HIM TV SHAME dEFORE 
DISCIPLES, KAHODA CURSED 


0 VAIN SOUL I MAV VOU 
BE BORN DEFORMED — 
MAV VOUR 60DV BE 
TWISTED IN EI6HT 



THE MONTHS ROLLED ON AND THE 
TIME FOR SUdATA’S CONFINEMENT 
DREW NEAR. ONE DAy— 


I WILL 60 TO 

SOON BE BORN./KING JANAKA OF 
WE WILL NEED /MITHILA.HE IS 


MONEV TO 
PROVIDE r 

WITH THE 
COMFORTS 
OF LIFE. 


i '.V' 


/ 


N 


GENEROUS TO 
LEARNED BRAH¬ 
MANS. BESIDES, 
HE IS AT THE 
MOMENT PER¬ 
FORMING A 
GRAND VAGNA 




l\ 


/ 


/ 


\ 
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DHRUVA AND ASHTAVAKRA 


i 



I 



WHEN KAHODA REACHED MITHILA, 
JANAKA WELCOMED HIM. 


0 REVERED SAGE, 
HAVE COME AT THE 
RIGHT MOMENT. 



A SCHOLAR NAMED 
BANDHI HAS COME 
TO MITHILA.NO 
ONE CAN DEFEAT 
HIM IN DEBATE. V 



THINK IT OVER CAREFULLV. 
THOUGH VOU WILL BE 
WELL REWARDED IF 
VOU WIN... 



...VOU WILL8E 
DROWNED IN THE 
RIVER IF VOU don’t. 
AND MANV SCHOLARS 
HAVE LOST THEIR 


I 

I 

I 
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FOR. LONS 


^ BrtNDHI Hrt5 WON 
Ae^lN. POOR KflHOOfl 
WILL BE DROWNED 
y LIKE RLL THE 

I OTHERS. ^ 


amar chitra katha 


ME 8£em eOT DfD NOT CUrf 

ms NO marcH for 6FN0HI. 


THE oet 
KJiHOOa 


BHNDHI ms TRJUMPHhNT, 






I 




J 
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DHRUVA AND ASHTAVAKRA 



yVHEN THE /VE^V5 REACHED SUJHTPi, 
SHE BROKE DOWN, 



F\LBb ! /V\V DESIRE 
FOR WEALTH HAS 
COST N\E NVi HUSBHN 
BND N\H 
CHILD ITS 
FATHER. 


DON’T GRIEVE, 
5U J ATA. VOU R 
CHILD SHALL 
NOT LACK A 

FATMFR’c, I nVF 



^CRooneo IN BieHr places. 
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amar chitra katha 



locx uPOf^ HIM ns I 



THE yeSRE) ROLLED ON 

uDDftLFiKn TflueHTnsHm- 

vnKRn FIND SH\NETaKETU. 
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DHRUVA AND ASHTAVAKRA 




HE 15 NOT 
'70UR FATHER 


# 



DEEPLY HUmiLlfITED, 
FIS>HTflVftKRa RAN TO 
HIS MOTHER.. 


/ MOTHER, N 
/ WHERE 15 tm 
( FATHER?OH! 
\1 WHV DO YOU 
WEEP?TELL 
NIEl 

^yourYT/"^ 

FATHER 

IS DEAD.O^”^ 




























































































































AMAR CHITRA KATHA 



THftT NI&HT- 


COME ON.SHWETflKETU 
LET US 60 TO WITH I Lfl. IT 
WILL BE fl 6000 EW>ERI- 
ENCE FOR U5.KIN6 
JflNAKA HAS NOT BEEN 
ftBLE TO COMPLETE THE 
Vft6Nfl HE started 
TWELVE VEARS fl60. 



DHRUVA AND ASHTAVAKRA 





TO POSSESS TRUE KNOWLEDGE 
ONE NEED NOT BE eREV-HAIREO 
OR BALD. IT IS WRONG TO JUDGE 

A man’s merit 8v his age. 

1 MAY BE YOUNG BUT I HAVE 
OBSERVED THE SACRED VOWS 
AND HAVE MASTERED 

THE VEDAS, 
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amar chitrakatha 


X 


\ 


1 HAVE CO/VIE HERE TO CHflLLEN6E 
BflNDHI.VOU CAN 0UD6E WV MERITS 
AFTER I HAVE DEFEATED HIM IN 
A DEBATE. PLEASE TAKE ME 

TO THE KING. 


• ^ 


kli. 




1 , 



HE LOOKS 
INTELLIGENT 
LET US TAKE 
HIM TO THE 
KING. ^ 


THE KING WILL BE 
DELIGHTED TO 
SEE HIM AND HEAR 
V HIM TALK. ^ 


I v*" 

1 ' ^ > 

■ —1 

• 

1 * 


1 

« 


1 
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DHRUVA AND ASHTAVAKRA 


we BO'f S WERE TAKEN TO jaNflKA. S 

b KING, I HAVE HEARD OF \ 

SANDHI^ CHALLENGE AND 

THE FATE OF THOSE WHO 
FAILED TO MEET IT. 

I HAVE COME TO CHALLENGE 
k BANOHI AND TO SEE HIM / 

rv destroyed. 



r 

A 









H 


/ ^ 


I ^ 




xi 






3^^ YOU 
W SPEAK OF ^ 
/ DEFEATING 
/ 6ANDHI BECAUSE 
I YOU ARE IGNORANT 
i OF HIS SKILL IN 
A DEBATE. NO ONE 
ifA HAS BEEN ABLE ii 
TO DEFEAT ^ 

HIM. 


25 
















































































































































































































amar chitra katha 


that’s SeCflU&E HE 

WM5 NEVER CONFRONTED 
WITH A SCHOLAR OF MV 
CALIBRE. I WILL NOT GO / 
BACK. TILL I SEE HIM / 
DEFEATED AND 
DROWNED. 



WHEN JftNflKft sm THAT 

wf>5 ftoamaNT— r~— -^ 


the BOV 15 \ 

CONFIDENT.! Will 
I test his 

intelligence. 

6 V ASKING HIM 
V A FEW . 

(questions j 


o 







IF VOU CAN ANSWER 
MV QUESTIONS I WILL 
«. LET VOU MEET 

BANDHI. / 



WHAT IS IT ' 
THAT DOES 
NOT MOVE 
WHEN BORN? 
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DHRUVA AND ASHTAVAKRA 



WHICH ANIMAL 
DOES NOT CLOSE 
ITS EVES WHILE 
IT IS ASLEEP? ^ 


THE. KJN6 H&KED 

mny more ques¬ 
tions hNO WftS 

IMPRESSED By THE 
BOLD PROMPT 
ANSWERS. 




BfINDHI CHME AND THE DEBATE 
BE6AN. BUT IN NO TIME ASHTAVARRA 
HAD HIM IN A TI6HT CORNER AND 
BANDHI NAD TO ADMIT DEFEAT. 






V 
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BrtNDHI Hfl5 MET 
HI5 MATCH.LET 
ftSHTflVAKRfl 
DECIDE HI5 A 
FATE. 



AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


BflNDHI 

Xhad those whom \ 

/HE DEFEATED THROWN 
1 INTO THE RIVER.LET 
\ HIM MEET WITH 
\ THE SAME FATE / 

^i-iv^ODAV. ^ff|L 
DROWNU r/-_ I 



Y O KING! I AM THE SON ^ 
/ OF VARUNA'.THE 5A6E5 
I DEFEATED ARE NOT DEAD. 
MY FATHER WAS PERFORMING 
A YA6NA FOR WHICH HE 
NEEDED SAGES FROM THE 
EARTH .THE CHALLENGE 
\ WAS A MEANS OF SEND- / 
Ck IN6 THEM TO HIM. 


FOUmUD 




i j 


:l 

■R 

1 


II 

u" 

Ll! 



THE VA6NA MUST BE ' 
OVER BY NOW AND 
THEY SHOULD RETURN 
AND BY ASHTAVAKRA’S 
GRACE I CAN 60 BACK 
TO MY FATHER. LET . 
L US 60 TO THE / 

RIVER. ^ 


M/OROSR/ye/?£ 


dhruva and ASHTAVAKRA 


AT THE RIVER. 




ONE 6V ONE , THE SAGES EMERGED 
FROM THE WATER. I- 


- 


- »T. 





AS KHHODR CHME OUT 


ASHTAVAKRA 
MY son! 


father! 



fiOHTffVHRRH FELL f)T THE 

feet of H/S FHTHER . 


my blessings 

ON YOU, 

ASHTAVAKRA. 



WE REGARD ASHTAVAKRA AS THE MOST 
BRILLIANT SCHOLAR AMONG US. ^ 


SONS HAVE OFTEN BEEN 
KNOWN TD EXCEL FATHERS 

^iri ACHIEVEMENTS. 
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AMAR CHITRA KATHA 




NOW WITH VOUR 

PERMISSION,0 KIN6 

I WILL GO BACK TO 
MV FATHER’S 

kingdom . 



JUMPED INTO THE WETER... 



A5HTAVAKRA, 
TAKE A QUICK 
PLUNGE INTO 
THE RIVER. 
AND COME OUT 


KfMiOOft, KHTftVPKRfl END 
SHWETEKETU RETURNED 
TO THE HERM! TEOE. AS 
50CW AS THET ERRJVED 
THERE, KfiHODE TOOK 
SUMTft END ESHTEVEKRE 
TO THE RJVER FLOWINS 
NEAR 6Y. 


f ■■ 
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DHRUVA AND ASHTAVAKRA 



THET WENT TO UDDELEKE 


LOOK FATHER! 
ASHTflVAKRA’S 
BODY IS NO 

longer 

DEFORMED! 


STREI6HT END TELL.THE 
IT USED TO BE. 


££ HIS SRENDSON’S SOW 
BECAME THE HEVEN OF PE 


rO 701 
EDEIN 


UDDELEKE / 
HERNIITE6E 


nSHTEVEKRE CUD ES HE WES TOLD. A SECOND 
ES HE EMERGED FROM THE WATER— 


' MOTHER! 
FATHER! LOOK! 
MY BODY! IT’S 
NO LONGER 

^ deformed! 










































































































































